Teratocarcinosarcoma (malignant teratoma?) of the nasal cavity and paranasal sinuses A clinicopathologic study of 20 cases.
Twenty cases of a unique type of sinonasal tract neoplasm with combined histologic features of carcinosarcoma and teratoma are described and discussed. The term "teratocarcinosarcoma" is proposed and justified. Patients were adults (age range, 18-79 years; median age, 60 years). The variegated histologic components are illustrated and differences from gonadal germ cell neoplasms are delineated. This neoplastic entity is clearly malignant, with 60% of patients not surviving beyond 3 years (average survival, 1.7 years) following diagnosis, regardless of type of therapy. Aggressive therapy (combined surgery and irradiation) seems justified, however, since 40% of patients survived 3 years or longer with no current evidence of neoplasm (average follow-up, 6.1 years).